Appl.No. 10/787,174 

Amendment dated May 19, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of September 21, 2005 

The following Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A damper mechanism and a damper disk assembly 
comprising: 

a first rotating member having a flange having m window opening being formed 
therein having an inner periphery s upporting part ; 

a second rotating member being disposed relatively rotatable to said first rotating 

member; and 

a plate member being supported bv said second rotati ng member, being movable with 
respect to said first and second rotating members in a rotat ion direction, and extending in a 
rotational direction having main surfaces facing in the radial directions, said plate member 
being configured to be pushed by said first rotating member in said rotational direction to 
slide against said second rotating member and to generate friction resistance during relative 
rotation of said first and second rotating members, said plate member being arranged en in 
said inner periphery supporting part window portion. 

2. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 1, wherein said 
plate member is held by said second rotating member such that said plate member is movable 
in said rotational direction when said first rotating member pushes said plate member. 
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3. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 2, wherein said 
plate member is held by said second rotating member such that said plate member is 
elastically deformed. 

4. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 3, wherein said 
second rotating member includes a holding portion having a groove extending in the 
rotational direction and having opposite openings in the rotational direction, 

said plate member is disposed in said groove having a rotational direction length 
longer than that of said groove, 

said first rotating member has a pair of contact portions disposed on each rotational 
direction side of said holding portion, said contact portions is configured to contact ends of 
said plate member. 

5. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 4, wherein a 
rotational direction length between said pair of contact portions is longer than a rotational 
direction length of said plate member, so that a rotational direction gap is secured at least 
between one of ends of said plate member and one of said contact portions. 

6. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 5, further 
comprising an elastic member being compressed in the rotational direction when said first 
and second rotating member rotate relative to each other. 



Page 3 of 12 



Appl.No. 10/787,174 

Amendment dated May 1 9, 2006 

Reply to Office Action of September 2 1 , 2005 

7. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 1 , wherein said 
plate member is held by said second rotating member such that said plate member is 
elastically deformed. 

8. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 1 , wherein said 
second rotating member includes a holding portion having a groove extending in the 
rotational direction and having opposite openings in the rotational direction, 

said plate member is disposed in said groove having a rotational direction length 
longer than that of said groove, 

said first rotating member has a pair of contact portions disposed on each rotational 
direction side of said holding portion, said contact portions are configured to contact ends of 
said plate member. 

9. (Original) The damper mechanism according to claim 1 , further 
comprising an elastic member being compressed in the rotational direction when said first 
and second rotating member rotate relative to each other. 

10. (Currently Amended) A damper disk assembly for transmitting torque in a 
vehicle comprising: 

a hub having a flange having [[an]] a window opening being formed therein; 
a disk-shaped rotating member being disposed relatively rotatable to said hub; 
an elastic connection mechanism elastically connecting said hub with said disk- 
shaped rotating member in a rotational direction; and 
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a damper mechanism being configvired to absorb and to attenuate torsional vibration 
during idling of the vehicle, said damper mechanism operating only within an angular range 
from a zero torsional angle smaller than that within which said elastic connection mechanism 
operates, said damper mechanism including an intermediate rotating member relatively 
rotatable to said hub within a limited angle, and a plate member being arranged in said 
window opening in an elasticallv deformed state and extending in said rotational direction 
having main surfaces facing in the radial directions, 

said plate member being configured to be pushed by said hub in said rotational 
direction to slide against said intermediate rotating member to generate friction resistance 
during relative rotation of said hub and intermediate rotating member. 

1 1 . (Original) The damper disk assembly according to claim 1 0, wherein said 
plate member is held by said intermediate rotating member such that said plate member is 
movable in said rotational direction when said hub pushes said plate member. 

1 2. (Original) The damper disk assembly according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
plate member is held by said intermediate rotating member such that said plate member is 
elastically deformed. 

13. (Original) The damper disk assembly according to claim 12, wherein said 
intermediate rotating member is formed with a holding portion having a groove extending in 
said rotational direction and having opposite openings in said rotational direction, 

said plate member is disposed in said groove having a rotational direction length 
longer than that of said groove, 
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said hub has a pair of contact portions disposed on each rotational direction side of 
said holding portion in said rotational direction, said contact portions are configured to 
contact ends of said plate member. 

14. (Original) The damper disk assembly according to claim 13, wherein a 
rotational direction length between said pair of contact portions is longer than a rotational 
direction length of said plate member, so that a rotational direction gap is secured at least 
between one of ends of said plate member and one of said contact portions. 

1 5 . (Original) A damper disk assembly according to claim 1 4, wherein said 
damper mechanism further includes an elastic member being configured to be compressed in 
said rotational direction when said hub and intermediate rotating member rotate relative to 
each other. 

16. (Original) The damper disk assembly according to claim 10, wherein said 
plate member is held by said intermediate rotating member such that said plate member is 
elastically deformed. 

1 7. (Original) The damper disk assembly according to claim 1 0, wherein said 
intermediate rotating member is formed with a holding portion having a groove extending in 
said rotational direction and having opposite openings in said rotational direction, 

said plate member is disposed in said groove having a rotational direction length 
longer than that of said groove. 
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said hub has a pair of contact portions disposed on each rotational direction side of 
said holding portion in said rotational direction, said contact portions are configured to 
contact ends of said plate member. 

18. (Original) A damper disk assembly according to claim 10, wherein said 
damper mechanism further includes an elastic member being configured to be compressed in 
said rotational direction when said hub and intermediate rotating member rotate relative to 
each other. 

19. (Withdrawn) The damper disk assembly according to claim 10, wherein said 
plate member includes a first member being made of a resin and having an arc shaped main 
body and supporting portions that extend radially inward from ends of said main body, and a 
second member being made of a metal that contacts said supporting portions. 

20. (Withdrawn) The damper disk assembly according to claim 10, wherein said 
plate member includes a first layer and a second layer that encompasses said first layer. 

21 . (New) The damper disk assembly according to claim 1 0, wherein said plate 
member is arranged to generate a force in a radial direction to generate friction. 
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